Church of St. Laurence OToole, Kilmacud

"Meeting people where they're at and leading them to where God calls them to be”

2" Sunday of
Christmas

4th & 5% January

6pm May McCarthy (A)
Austin Murphy (A)
Katie Dollard (A)
Tom Foley (A)
Joe Byrne (Birthday
Remembrance)
11.30am Peg Murphy (12t A)
Rita & Benny Charles (A)

Brendan & Patricia Jenkinson (A)

Timothy McMahon (A)
David Corcoran (3™ A)
Vera Fitzpatrick (MM)

Monday 6% January - Feast of the Epiphany

10am Peter, Brian & Bobby Andrews

11t & 12t January

6pm PJ Simons (A) & Frank Simons &

Bernadette Simons

Paddy & Kathleen Rochford (A)
Tom, Rita & Teresa Meehan (A)

Parish Office

The office will open on a reduced timetable from 6

—10% Jan.

Normal opening hours will begin again on Monday
13" January @ 9am. Thank you for your

understanding.

Feast of the Epiphany
Monday 6" January

Mass @ 10am & 6pm in Kilmacud
Mass @ 10am in Mount Merrion

place here this week.

{ +( Pray for family & friends of Peter
N Aherne whose funeral Mass took

A few words from Fr Joe....

After the bells fall silent, the fireworks dissolve into the winter
darkness, and the New Year is proclaimed we all get to look
around us at the people we love, and wish them every joy and
blessing for the year ahead, with those simple, heartfelt words,
Happy New Year. So, 2025 has begun and we start into another
year that promises so much and asks that we have the resolve to
do our very best, no matter what. For our faith community and the
Catholic church around the world this is a Jubilee year and that
means there will be many opportunities to grow in holiness, to
know God better and to serve our neighbour with kindness and
humility.

In recent days Jimmy Carter died, at the end of a life that had
spanned a century, it's some achievement to reach such an age
and to have been active to the very end, didn’t he vote in the
presidential election recently! Many kind and warm tributes have
been paid to him and while he must have had faults and failings,
like us all, he none the less had some amazing qualities. In 2019 a
young man, Matthew wrote to him to ask about how to live well,
to serve and to grow into a good person. Carter took the time to
write back and he told him to ensure success he should: study
hard in order to excel in college and to learn as much as possible
about the things that particularly interest you; be tenacious in
fulfilling commitments, whether to others or to yourself; volunteer
your time and talents to community projects, learning all you can
about the specific needs of the place in which you live and treat
everyone -family, friends and strangers - with honesty and respect.
If you do all these things, he said, you will find satisfaction in
whatever career you choose. What great advice, what belief in the
young person’s capacity for goodness and growth, just a perfect
insight. | guess that we are all asking ourselves about the year
ahead, and how we can make a success of it, and from his words
we might take guidance and use them to encourage each other.

| want a better year, for myself, for the parish, for the country and
indeed the world. It would be great to see people back at Mass,
connected to this community in prayer and worship. If the year
brings a renewal of devotion to the Eucharist, a deeper awareness
of the needs of the poor and stronger more active spirit of
volunteering, that would indeed make a better year. Let’s build it
together.

Christmas Dues
Many thanks to all who have sent in Dues this Christmas. As you
know the Dues along with
the First Collection at Mass, are used to support the priests of the
parish, the sick and
retired priests and the men who work in our poorer parishes. All
the priests of the Diocese
join in expressing appreciation for your generosity, prayers and
collaboration.

Mass Times
Mon, Tues, Weds, Fri &
Sat @ 10am
Liturgy of Word
Thurs@10am
Saturday vigil 6pm
Sunday 11.30am

Confessions/ Reconciliation

After 10am Mass on
Saturday morning (10.30)

Parish Team

Fr Joe Mullan,
Administrator
email:
Jmullan39@eircom.net

Fr. Paddy O’Byrne AP

Fr Peter Ewaoche Johnson
PC

Br Ciaran Egan
Deacon

Sr. Catherine Greene
Tel. 2985908

PARISH OFFICE

Monday- Friday
9.00 a.m. - 12 noon

PARISH SECRETARY
Christine Mullock
Tel. 2884009
kilmacudparishoffice@
gmail.com

Website:
Bethany Bereavement
Support
Tel: 087 0527764

St. Vincent de Paul 087
1639052 or 8550022

Legion of Mary Tel: 083
1376888

Divine Mercy Apostolate
Tel: 085 1541369

Parish Centre
Tel: 2831716

Registered Charity Number
(RCN 20016166)

Volunteers...

Each of our three parishes in the
partnership are blessed with a group of
volunteers who give amazing service to the
faith community. At the beginning of the
year we all applaud these men and women
and pray that you will be blessed with this
wonderful spirit in the months ahead and
carry on with this essential work. It is an
expression of your Baptismal calling and a
great gift to the church. I’'m not quite sure
why we find it hard to recruit new
members to the many and varied groups
who serve this community. | believe our
existing members would welcome new
blood, offer support and training and
modify existing rotas to embrace the new
joiners. If you are ready to serve please
step forward and | invite group leaders to
make their contact details available around
the church, with information about the
application process and embrace everyone
who expresses an interest.

If we don’t have enough volunteers, with
so few priests, we will probably have to
close down the parish, which would be
very sad indeed. We simply can’t have a
parish without people and priests working
together in a spirit of co-responsibility.
Personally, | never felt under more
pressure than | have in recent months, |
will turn 65 in 2025, an age at which
retirement, rather than frenetic work,
seems just.

JUBILEE CF YOUTH
ROME 2025
JULY 28TH - AUGUST 4TH

REGISTER NOW

Return flights with 10kg bag (can
upgrade to 20kg for an
additional cost)

Accommodation

Pilgrim packs, including meal
vouchers & transport ticket for
Rome

Diocesan Group T-Shirt & pack
Insurance

Preparation Program before,
during and after Rome

@*353 861040579 All events in Rome
natalie.doherty@dublindiocese.ie

Speaking of priests................

Fr Peter has returned to Nigeria for
the funeral of his beloved mother and
will be away for most of the month. |
will hopefully be able to take a break
when he comes back. As you know we
only have two full time priests in the
partnership. This means we are ‘a
man down’ for this month and it will
be very difficult to keep up with the
entire rota of Masses. Please be alert
to any changes which we will do our
best to communicate in the
Newsletter each week. Apologies if
there has to be an unexpected change
of time or cancellation. This month,
more than ever, we have to ask
parishioners, who are mobile, to
travel to one of the other churches in
the partnership if masses are reduced.
For those who can’t travel then the
live streaming is available and while
not as fulfilling as being present in
person, does allow us to worship
together.

In his peace message this year, Pope
Francis reminds us that we all have
our part to play in creating a peaceful
world. He brings it right back to each
one of us individually. He tells us that
““a smile, a small gesture of
friendship, a kind look, a ready ear, a
good deed’. With such gestures, we
progress towards the goal of peace’.
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% Hope

During the Jubilee Year you are
invited to journey the pilgrim path of
the four churches in the inner city—

Westland Row, City Quay, Sean

McDermott Street, St Mary’s Pro-
Cathedral—and St Kevin’s Church,
Glendalough. Called “Pockets of
Hope” the pilgrim route leads you
through Pope Francis’s document
“Hope Does Not Disappoint” from the
opening lines in St Andrew’s Church
to its conclusions in St Mary’s Pro-
Cathedral, giving pilgrims time to
ponder the richness of his witness to
Hope



http://www.kilmacudparish.com/

